Treatment of liver trauma in the Lebanon War, 1982.
During the Lebanon War, 1982, 37 laparotomies were performed in our ward, mostly for penetrating abdominal trauma. The liver was injured in 11 of these patients and was bleeding at the time of laparotomy in all cases. Liver sutures were restricted to superficial wounds only. In deep lacerations, all devitalized liver tissue was removed by anatomic segmentectomy or lobectomy. Patients who had segmentectomies had a rapid and uneventful recovery, with the exception of one who developed jaundice but later recovered. In one case, the intrahepatic left main branch of the portal vein was repaired. Two soldiers died during surgery. We report our experience in liver surgery during the Lebanon War.